
 

Climate adaptation clearly reflected in Housing & Climate  

Task Force Blueprint 

March 5, 2024 (OTTAWA) – In response to the Housing & Climate Task Force’s release today of its 

Blueprint for More and Better Housing, Jason Clark, Chair, Climate Proof Canada, issued the 

following statement: 

“Canada needs 5.8 million new homes by 2030 to restore housing affordability. Climate Proof 
Canada is pleased that 18 of the recommendations from its National Climate Adaptation Summit 
were cited in the formation of the Blueprint.  
 
One of the requirements of the National Adaptation Strategy (NAS) is that resilience must be 

incorporated into all infrastructure investments by 2024. Canada must recognize the impact climate 

change is having on households across the country. We must factor resilience measures into housing 

investments so that we build homes in the right way and in the right places, so that households are 

protected now and into the future. 

Where we build resilient homes represents the biggest opportunity in the report. Seizing it will require 
coordinated leadership by all orders of government. As such, we call on governments to legalize 
density, including by eliminating unit maximums, abolishing parking minimums, and adopting 
ambitious density rules near transit lines, as well as ensuring no new housing is built in areas at high 
risk of worsening climate hazards. 
 
Focusing new housing in cities and communities, where there is existing infrastructure, can cut 
housing costs, speed up construction times, reduce carbon pollution and help prevent catastrophic 
loss due to climate threats like wildfire and flooding. 
 
Climate Proof Canada urges the Federal Government to act on these critical Blueprint 
recommendations:  
 

1. Build in the right ways: 
a. Immediately overhaul the National Model Building Codes to simplify and harmonize 

requirements, integrate physical climate resilience measures, and support integration 
with local building performance standards to reflect changing regional climate risks.  
 

2. Build in the right places: 
a. Work with provinces and municipalities to improve the mapping of climate impacts 

such as flood and wildfire hazards while ensuring government funds do not support 
housing and infrastructure development in areas identified as high-risk. 

b. Design and adopt national standards for Climate Resilience Residential Rating and 
Community Resilience. 

c. Implement a Nationwide Hazard Mapping Initiative: Instruct relevant federal and 
provincial agencies to collaborate on developing detailed hazard maps, focusing on 
areas prone to natural disasters, environmental risks, and urban congestion. These 
maps should be made publicly available and updated annually to aid in informed 
policy-making. 

https://housingandclimate.ca/blueprint/
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d. Redesign government disaster financial aid programs to incentivize communities to 
realign land use planning and focus on new construction in areas with lower hazard 
exposure. 

 
3. Protect existing communities: 

a. In Budget 2024, invest the necessary resources to establish and administer a low cost 
National Flood Insurance Program for those at the highest risk and invest in measures 
to help those who may not be captured under the program. 

b. Implement a national education program to promote guidance on extreme weather 
protection and physical risk at the level of the home.  

Climate Proof Canada developed a series of recommendations to guide federal investment that will 

enable Canada to make rapid, tangible progress on the targets set out in the NAS and become more 

climate resilient. A range of immediate actions that do not require additional budgetary investment 

was also identified.”  

About Climate Proof Canada 

Climate Proof Canada is a national coalition of Canadian business representatives, disaster relief 
organizations, municipalities, Indigenous organizations, environmental NGOs and think tanks that 
believe Canada must prepare for the present and growing effects of climate change by building a 
more disaster-resilient country. For more information, visit Climate Proof Canada. 

  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60a50c60a83ef84c78cb1413/t/6543e1f21c290f1673609cfa/1698947571602/Summary+-+National+Climate+Change+Adaptation+Summit+Recommendations.pdf
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3906351-1&h=4072755024&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climateproof.ca%2F&a=Climate+Proof+Canada
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Climate Proof Canada Coalition Members  

INSURANCE INDUSTRY 

Aon 

Aviva 

Definity 

Desjardins 

Canadian Association of Mutual Insurance 
Companies 

Co-operators 

Gore Mutual 

Insurance Brokers’ Association of Canada 

Insurance Bureau of Canada 

Intact Financial Corporation 

Property and Casualty Insurance Compensation 
Corporation 

Sun Life Financial  

TD Insurance 

Travelers 

Wawanesa 

Zurich Canada 
 
MUNICIPALITIES 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

Great Lakes and St Lawrence Cities Initiative 
 
INDIGENOUS ORGANIZATIONS 

Métis National Council 

DISASTER RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS 

Canadian Red Cross 

Civil Protection Youth Canada 

 
 
PRIVATE SECTOR 

Canadian Chamber of Commerce 

Forest Products Association of Canada 

Genesis Resiliency 

Surrey Board of Trade 

Seneca College 

My Climate Plan 

 
 
PROVINCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Conservation Ontario 

Ecology Action Centre 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL NGOs AND RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Canadian Association of Physicians for the 
Environment 

Canadian Cattle Association 

Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction 

Intact Centre for Climate Adaptation 

International Institute for Sustainable Development 

NAIMA Canada 

Passive House Canada 

Smart Prosperity Institute 

The Pembina Institute 
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For more information or to arrange an interview with a Climate Proof Canada expert, please 

email Climate Proof Canada Media Relations at media@climateproof.ca. 
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